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“The Alpha and the Omega” 

 
The book of Revelation - not Revelations (by the way) - is a part of the sacred text many 
of us tend to avoid - for various reasons:  It’s too difficult to understand; There are so 
many interpretations;  It’s just down right scary!!  Maybe one these - or more than one of 
these reasons - is something you and I might identify with. 
 
How many of you in here have read the “Left Behind” series, by Jenkins and LaHaye? 
This series came out beginning in 1995, consisting of 16 novels, the final one published 
in 2007.  These are end-time books, based on these two authors’ take on the book of 
Revelation, with some great fictional characters and stories to keep us interested, and 
to help us understand how God’s final plans just might play out. 
 
Many folks who’ve never really spent much time in the book of Revelation, or even the 
Bible at all - for that matter - have read all, or at least a part of this series.  And as much 
as I’ve heard some folks criticize “Left Behind,” and the license Jenkins and LaHaye 
took with this series, I believe these books have gotten the attention of a number of 
folks who may never have taken Scripture and the issue of faith very seriously before.  I, 
for one, really enjoyed this series, and would highly recommend it! 
 
The book of Revelation is a genre of biblical literature known as “apocalyptic.” 
“Apocalyse” is from the Greek “apokalypsis,” meaning an uncovering, disclosure, or 
revelation - hence, the name of this last book in the Bible. 
 
The apostle John is the author of the book of Revelation - traditionally understood to be 
John, the son of Zebedee.  John wrote down this “revelation” he was given while he was 
exiled on the Isle of Patmos (a Greek island).  We don’t really know the specific reason 
John was exiled to Patmos - but we know it was in some way persecution because he 
was a follower of Christ. 
 
John was given “visions,” via an angel of God, regarding challenges and temptations 
facing the Christian churches in Asia, and prophetic visions concerning the Last Days 
and the Second Coming of Christ. 
 
We’ll be addressing this morning the first 8 verses of this book, known as the Prologue 
to the book of Revelation.  John begins his “revelation” by letting his readers know that 
he’ll be sharing with them”things that must soon take place.”  And he goes on to let 



them know that those who “read, hear, and keep the words of this prophecy will be 
blessed.” 
 
In verse 4, John speaks of “grace and peace” from the one “who is, and who was, and 
who is to come,” and from Jesus Christ, who - among other things - is the “ruler of kings 
on earth.”  “King of kings, and Lord of lords!”  All other authorities and powers fall under 
his rule and domain, and there is no one and nothing above Him, and His rule and 
reign! 
 
John goes on to remind us that our Lord loves us, and has freed us from our sins - by 
His blood … and made us a “kingdom” - not “kings,” but those who belong to Him and to 
His kingdom!  He has also made those of us who have chosen to follow Him as Lord - 
“priests” - those who have been sanctified and set apart - to partner with Him, in 
furthering His kingdom! 
 
This part of the prophecy reminds us that He will be coming again - with the clouds, and 
every eye will see Him - including the eyes of His enemies.  “I am the Alpha and the 
Omega” - the first and the last letters of the Greek alphabet - the “beginning and the 
end!”  There is no other god, from the beginning of time, and on into eternity, besides 
Him - the one “who was, who is, and who is to come!” 
 
You know, sometimes it’s a challenge for us to make a “real life” connection with such 
words as these - as wonderful and as powerful as they are.  But I have a few questions 
for us to consider this morning - questions I believe John sets us up for in his Prologue 
to this Revelation. 
 
The word “servant” John uses at the beginning can probably be most accurately 
interpreted as a “bondservant” (or even “slave”) -- one who is completely and totally 
under the authority and direction of his master … 24/7!!  And I believe a good question 
to ask ourselves is - How well does my life - how well does your life - reflect the 
character of a “bondservant? 
 
Am I “sold out” to the lordship of Jesus Christ 24/7, or do I tend to “pick and choose” 
when I will follow His commands, and which ones I choose to follow?  
 
When I was a kid, and my mom took my brother and me to a cafeteria, if she hadn’t 
intervened, and given us instructions that we needed to choose some sort of protein 
and vegetables - my brother and I probably would have ended up with a tray full of 
desserts! 



Serving Jesus is not an “ala carte” affair!  Serving Jesus as Lord involves taking each 
and every one of His commands and teachings seriously, and as precepts He calls us 
to live by! 
 
Our next question might be - Am I a careful messenger who accurately bears testimony 
to Jesus Christ?  Do I practice what I profess to believe?  Do my actions back up my 
words?  Can people look at the way I live my life, and see something different about 
me?  Or do I behave and appear no different from anyone else? 
 
Some years ago, Terry and our girls and I lived in Ft. Myers.  I was a marketing 
representative for an insurance company at the time, and I handled the Southwest 
Florida territory.  Terry and I happened one evening to attend a Crusade at the Ft. 
Myers arena, and I saw one of the agents who represented my company while we were 
there.  A few days later, I visited him in his office - and I still remember his comment to 
me - to this day.  “It was good to see you at the Crusade the other night.  Gee - I didn’t 
know you were a Christian! … I didn’t know you were a Christian!” 
 
I’m not sure why he had this impression.  All I know is that it got my attention!  I had to 
ask myself why this guy didn’t know I was a Christian.  Was it because of something I 
said, or the way I acted …. Or was it because of something I didn’t say, or didn’t do!  
Obviously, I was not very forthright in “giving a reason for the Hope that was in me!” 
 
I think you and I might also ask ourselves - Am I involved in ministry as a believer (as a 
“priest” in the “priesthood of all believers”) - or am I pretty much a spectator? 
 
I would imagine many of us have heard it said before that “Christianity is not a 
spectator sport!  Once we come to Christ, our call is not just to sit on the sidelines, and 
maybe wait for the “mascot” to shoot a Jesus t-shirt out of an air-cannon in our direction! 
(Good luck catching one of those - by the way!) 
 
Let me qualify this, though.  I didn’t ask this question to make anyone feel guilty about 
not wearing one of these collars, or not dropping everything, and heading for the foreign 
mission field!  I know that at this season in our lives, many of us have spent a lot of time 
volunteering, and actively involved in our churches in the past - and are no longer able 
to engage at that same level. But we still do what we can. 
 
We can still pray, and we can still witness to the difference Christ has made in our lives. 
We can still write letters, or maybe send emails that might encourage others.  And we 
can still pick up the phone, and check in on those we know are going through some 



“rough patches,” or who may just need to hear the encouraging voice of a friend - 
especially that of a fellow believer. 
 
Just remember, you and I are each “ambassadors for Christ!”  And we may be the only 
“Gospel” some folks will hear! 
 
Next, is Jesus - to me - King of kings, and Lord of lords?  Is He the “Alpha and the 
Omega,” or do I tend to put other things before my allegiance to Him - at least at times?  
I believe we need to be reminded, that all other powers and authorities are under His 
authority - His rule and reign!   And that at no time should we consider it otherwise! 
I’m reminded here of a statement many of us may have heard - that “He is either Lord of 
all - or He is not Lord at all!” 
  
Then, our final question.  I know we could come up with more, but we’ll stop here, for 
the sake of time.   Am  living as a believer - as a follower of Jesus - who looks forward 
to His return - to His “Second Coming” … or have I become so comfortable in this world, 
and with all of its “trappings” and its comforts - that my primary focus is on the things of 
this life? 
 
I’m reminded here of Jesus’ words that you and I are “in this world, but not of this 
world.”  Am I continually “seeking first God’s Kingdom and His righteousness?”  Am I 
willing to set aside my own agenda, and move out of my “comfort zone,” when I sense 
the Lord’s calling to do so?  
 
Each week, we say together the words of the “mystery of (our) faith” - “Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, Christ will come again!”  Do you and I truly look forward to His coming 
again with great joy and anticipation …. Or in all honesty, would we rather just “hang out 
here” - and really not think too much (if at all) about our eternal future? 
 
The Revelation given by God to John had much to say to the believers in the first 
century.  But I believe there’s still a message for you and I, as believers - as followers of 
Jesus Christ today. 
 
As servants of the Lord Jesus Christ, as those who bear testimony to the person and 
work of Christ, as believer-priests, and as those who look forward with joy to His return 
… may we commit, this day, afresh and anew, to living for Him 24/7 - and may we live, 
not with just the perspective of the here-and-now - but with an eternal perspective! 
Amen! 


