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“And what I say to you, I say to all: Stay awake!” 
 
Many of us probably remember the old saying, “When the cat’s away, the 
mice will play!”  And we’ve most likely all seen, or maybe even been a part 
of - examples of this in our own lives. 
 
A teacher leaves the room, and the class goes wild! Spitballs start flying, 
desks get turned over, and somebody puts a tack in the teacher’s chair!  I 
know I’m dating myself - as I’m sure these antics seem mild today! 
 
Mom and Dad go off for the weekend, and their teenagers throw a big party 
… things get out of control … and one of the neighbors calls the cops. 
 
The boss goes off on a business trip, and not much work gets done while 
he’s away … 
 
Or … the rector is away on a Sunday, and folks decide to “take a break” - 
and skip church! (Of course, I’m talking about other places, and not St. 
Barnabas!) 
 
What’s common here - is that in each of these cases, the one (or those) in 
charge eventually returns, and then - there are consequences which must 
be faced! 
 
In some cases, we might know the approximate time of the return of the 
one in charge - the one who trusted us to behave in a certain way, and 
maybe to accomplish certain things while they were gone.  We can’t always 
bank on that, though, can we?  Because they just might change their plans 
- and maybe cut their trip short! 
 
One time, my parents and my brother went off to visit my grandparents, 
and left me at home.  I had some sort of commitment, and couldn’t go with 



them … and after all - I was 17 years old!  And they could certainly trust 
me!! 
 
Well, to make a long story short - I had a couple of my buddies over - who 
will remain nameless.  But Jimmy and Robert didn’t behave very well - and 
they messed up my parents’ house pretty bad!! (I may have been at least 
partly responsible!)  And we weren’t quite ready - to say the least - when 
they ended up coming home early!! 
 
Such is the case with our Lord’s return.  “But concerning that day or that 
hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father.” 
 
Folks in the early Church believed Jesus’ return was imminent - that he 
would be coming back at any moment.  And there was a strong sense of a 
need to live in such a way as to be ready for his return - at any time.  When 
this didn’t happen as they expected, over time - this sense of urgency 
began to be replaced, at times and by many, by a more lackadaisical 
approach - almost the mindset that “we’ve got all the time in the world!” - so 
we might as well lighten up!  (Bear in mind, this is just my take on how 
things may have played out!) 
 
A pastor friend of mine used to have a little sign on his desk that said, 
“Jesus is coming back … look busy!”  A better sign would read, “Jesus is 
coming back … get busy!!”  Be about the Father’s business!!  Appearances 
don’t count here!  What matters is substance - and answering the question, 
“Am I really doing the things in my life that count for eternity?!”  Amen?! 
 
Today is the first Sunday of Advent - the beginning of that time in the 
Church year - of preparation, and of watchfulness.  That time when we 
contemplate and focus on, and prepare for our Lord’s first coming - as a 
baby in a manger in Bethlehem.  And also, that time when we remember 
the promise of his return - his second coming - which God’s Word tells us 
will take place someday … Maybe even someday soon!!  “No one knows 
the day or the hour!” 



Now, as I’m sure you’ve figured out by now - I’m not one of those modern, 
enlightened - woke - progressive preachers who’ll try to convince you that 
the biblical prophecy of Christ’s return, and the establishing of his Kingdom 
here on earth - is merely a metaphor, and isn’t to be taken literally!  
 
Because just as I believe Jesus was truly and literally born of a virgin, and 
just as I truly and literally believe he healed the sick, delivered the 
demon-possessed, fed the multitudes, and called the dead back to life … 
and just as I believe that he, himself, was literally and physically raised 
from the dead … I also believe and trust in the Bible’s promise of his literal 
and physical return!  Amen?! 
 
So, what does it mean to “stay awake,” as we anticipate our Lord’s first 
coming … and as we look forward to his second coming? 
 
Some people would give us the impression that it’s just all about having 
your “ticket to heaven punched!”  I had a friend some years ago whse only 
testimony was of his having walked down the aisle, having said the 
Sinner’s Prayer, and then having been baptized - 30 years before!  He and 
I were both in the insurance business, and I got the impression he 
considered what he had done - all those years ago - as a kind of “fire 
insurance” - just in case hell was real!! … But, at the same time, having no 
concept of what it meant to have a “living faith,” - and no sense of the 
continually transforming power of the Holy Spirit! 
 
Others would tell us that it doesn’t really matter what you believe - it’s just 
about “living a good life!”  Living a good life is certainly the fruit God 
expects us to produce, as followers of His Son Jesus Christ.  However, 
merely “living a good life” is not what prepares us for his coming!! Amen?! 
 
Still others would lead us to believe it’s all about membership, and 
participation in the activities of a religious institution.  According to these 
folks, it’s about being affiliated with the right group, and doing all the right 
things, in the right way … worshipping appropriately, using the right version 
of the Bible - and maybe even the right Prayer Book! 



But being ready for Jesus to come involves so much more than just having 
our “ticket to heaven” punched, living a good life, or having the proper 
religious affiliation - doesn’t it?! 
 
The questions I need to ask myself - the questions I believe we all need to 
ask ourselves - in anticipation of, and in preparation for Jesus’ coming - 
are: 
 
-Have I truly embraced him as my Savior, and chosen to follow him as my 
Lord?  Did the words I spoke when I invited Jesus into my life come from 
my heart? … and did I really mean what I said?  Or, do I just look back on 
the time of my baptism, and see the commitments made by my parents and 
godparents as all that was needed to “cover the bases” - so to speak? 
-Am I in regular communication, communion, and fellowship with my Lord? 
Not just on Sundays, or even Wednesday evenings … but each and every 
day!  Do I spend regular time in prayer, and in the reading and studying of 
God’s Word? 
-Do I strive to follow his commandments at all times - especially to love 
God, and to love my neighbor?  And do I seek his forgiveness when I fall 
short, and miss the mark?  Do I tend to “pick and choose” the biblical 
standards I live by?  Or do I take seriously even those which are the most 
challenging for me, recognizing the fact that I’m not “exempt,” just because 
I might prefer to behave differently? 
-And, am I willing, by word and by example, to be a witness for the Lord? 
And to be “always ready to give a reason for the hope that is in me?”  Am I 
willing to tell my story to others - my story of the difference Jesus Christ has 
made in my life? 
 
Am I - are you - about the business of preparing for the Lord’s coming - as 
a baby in a manger in Bethlehem, and in anticipation of that time when he 
will come again?  Do we look forward to his coming with joy, or do we have 
a sense that we wish he’d just wait? … Because we know we’re nowhere 
near ready?  Because we’ve been too busy with other things? 
 
“And what I say to you, I say to all: Stay awake!”  Amen!! 


