
Sermon for World Missions Sunday: “The Harvest Is Plentiful” 
Matthew 9:35-38 

 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.” 
 
I’m sure we’re all familiar with the concept of “good news - bad news.” 
There’s a story of a train on a cross-country trip, whose engine (locomotive) 
broke down in the middle of nowhere.  The engineer called in, and found 
out it would be several days before a replacement engine arrived. 
 
So he told the passengers that he had “good news” and “bad news.”  The 
bad news was that they’d be stuck in the middle of nowhere for several 
days, until their replacement engine arrived.  But he told them the “good 
news” was that they hadn’t chosen to take their trip on an airplane when 
the engine failed! 
 
I guess there’s almost always a way to put a positive spin on something! 
 
Jesus presented his disciples with a “good news - bad news” scenario in 
the Gospel lesson we just read, as well.  The “good news” was that the 
harvest was plentiful.  The “bad news” was that the workers were few.  And 
our Lord’s answer to this was that his disciples “pray earnestly to the Lord 
of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
 
Some of you may remember a priest by the name of Ellis Brust.  Ellis was 
the canon to the ordinary to Bishop Steve Jecko.  In other words, he was 
the bishop’s assistant - not the “assistant bishop” - but the bishop’s 
assistant, in the Episcopal Diocese of Florida. 
 
One Sunday, Ellis came to be our guest preacher at St. Paul’s, where I was 
rector, and where some of us here today came from.  In fact, I believe this 
is where we started our relationship with the Gideons. 



Ellis was one of those preachers who didn’t mince words - didn’t sugar-coat 
things - and just pretty well “laid it on the line!”  And I remember him 
starting his sermon that morning, which may very well have been World 
Missions Sunday, with “Time is short, lots of folks in this world don’t yet 
know Christ, and hell is hot! … hell is hot!”  He pretty well cut right to the 
chase! 
 
Those of us who have chosen to follow Christ, as Savior and as Lord - 
have the assurance that our eternal future is secure.  And that’s the most 
comforting and critical promise we could ever possibly hope for! 
 
But, unfortunately, not everyone is in that same position, not all have that 
same assurance.  
 
Now there are those who would try to convince us - via the concept of 
“universalism” - that if God is truly a loving God - then in the end, when all 
is said and done - everyone will be saved!  But, unfortunately, that’s not 
the Gospel, is it?  Jesus tells us in John 3:16, that “God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish - should not be eternally separated from God - but will have eternal 
life” … will live in God’s presence - forever!! 
 
So, each and every one of us has a choice to make, and a path to follow - 
no matter where we live in this world, or what our ethnicity and heritage 
may be! 
 
As in Jesus’ time on earth, there are still folks who need to hear the Good 
News of the Gospel.  There are still folks who are greatly in need of God’s 
healing touch - for physical infirmities, and other afflictions, as well. 
 
Matthew tells us that “when Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion for 
them.”  The Greek word here goes deeper than just feeling sorry for 
someone.  It literally means putting oneself in the place of the other person, 



and actually feeling, or experiencing what that person is going through.  I 
don’t know about you, but I can’t do this on my own - only the Holy Spirit 
can give me this kind of compassion for another! 
 
You and I need to have the compassion of Jesus - to have our hearts break 
for those his heart breaks for - for the lost - in order to have a heart for 
missions. 
 
The folks for whom Jesus had compassion were “harassed and helpless, 
like sheep without a shepherd.”  Sheep do pretty well with a shepherd 
leading them.  But left on their own, they’re extremely vulnerable.  These 
folks Jesus encountered were like that - subject to being deceived and led 
astray by every self-serving false prophet and teacher who came their way! 
 
And things are no different today - are they?  Whether it’s a sincere, but 
erroneous faith tradition in a far away land … or a perversion of the Gospel 
in places nearby.  As the old song says, “looking for love in all the wrong 
places,” people today are seeking the truth, looking for purpose and 
meaning - in all the wrong places! 
 
And finally, Jesus tells his disciples that they need to pray.  They need to 
“pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.”  As followers of Jesus today, we also need to pray this same 
prayer.  
 
Maybe you and I won’t personally be called by God to serve in the foreign 
mission field - but we need to pray for those who are called.  Maybe God is 
also calling us to “put our money where our mouth is!”  Agencies like 
Anglican Frontier Missions, and the Gideons depend upon folks like you 
and me to help support their partnership with God in reaching the lost - 
both far away, and near. 
 



And I know I’ve “done quit preachin’, and gone to meddlin’”, but maybe - 
just maybe the next thing we need to do is to listen for, and obey the Holy 
Spirit’s leading - in what part God is calling you and me to play - as 
“workers in the harvest field.” 
 
Pray for the compassion of Christ for the lost - both near and far.  Pray for 
God to send workers into the harvest field.  Be obedient and responsive in 
supporting those He has called to reach the last, the least, and the lost.  
 
And be willing to join the “Lord of the harvest” in whatever ways He calls 
you.  Even if that means “blooming right where you’re planted,” and, as 1 
Peter 3:15 tells us, “Always being ready to give a reason for the hope that 
is in you.”  Never pass up the opportunity to share your story about the 
difference Jesus Christ has made in your life … this might just be the seed 
of the Gospel that the one you share with needs - to draw them into the 
Kingdom!  Amen! 
 
  
 


